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the war of the Austrian succession, which followed
on the death of Charles the Sixth, the Empire as a
body took no part; in the Seven Years' War its whole
might broke in vain against one resolute member.
Under Frederick the Great Prussia approved herself at
least a match for France and Austria leagued against her,
and the semblance of unity which the predominance of a
single power had hitherto given to the Empire was replaced
by the avowed rivalry of two military monarchies. The
Emperor Joseph the Second, a sort of philosopher-king,
than whom few have more narrowly missed greatness,
made a desperate effort to set things right, striving to
restore the disordered finances, to purge and vivify the
Imperial Chamber. Nay, he renounced the intolerant
policy of his ancestors, quarrelled with the Pope0, and
presumed to visit Rome, whose streets heard once more
the shout that had been silent for three centuries,
' Evviva il noslro imperatore 1 Siete a casa vostra: siete
il padrone P/ But his indiscreet haste was met by a
sullen resistance, and he died disappointed in plans for
which the time was not yet ripe, leaving no result save the
league of princes which Frederick the Great had formed

3.  The majority of Catholics among the electors,

4.  Her fortunate matrimonial alliances.

5.  Her moderation.

6.  The memory of benefits conferred by her.

7.  The example of evils that had followed a departure from

the blood of former Caesars.

8.  The fear of the confusion that would ensue if she were

deprived of the crown,
t). Her own eagerness to have it.

0 The Pope undertook a journey    shook it.

to Vienna to mollify Joseph, and       P ' You are in yonr own house:

met with a sufficiently cold recep-   be the master.'

tion.   When he saw the famous       Joseph  was the first   Emperor

minister Kaunitz and gave him his    since Charles the Bald who  had

hand to kiss, Kaunitz took it and    kept his Christmas at Rome*
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